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OUR MISSION  The Tennessee Economic Council on Women is an economic advocate for women. It assesses Tennessee women’s economic status 

and develops and advocates solutions to address women’s economic needs to help the achieve economic autonomy, and includes, but is not 
limited to employment policies and practices, educational needs and opportunities, child care, property rights, health care, domestic relations 
and the effect of federal and state laws on women. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

We have had an abso-

lutely amazing 12 

months.  From the 

planning of the Eco-

nomic Impact of Vio-

lence Against Women hearings in the Fall 

of 2012 until the Tenth Annual Economic 

Summit for Women, which just took place 

in October, we have worked tirelessly to 

advocate for women, and the work of the 

Economic Council has been well-received, 

highly praised and widely publicized. 

I take this opportunity to publicly thank 

our Chair, Yvonne Wood, who also served 

as chair of the Summit, and Pat Pierce, 

who served as co-chair of the Summit and 

chair of the scholarship committee, along 

with the staff, Bill Arth, Tracey Roberts 

and our PR consultant, Kia Jarmon, for 

their work.  By all accounts the event has 

been hailed a success and virtually every 

member of the Economic Council and 

Foundation played a part in some way. 

Additionally the Hall of Fame induction 

ceremony allowed the Council to recog-

nize women from across the state, who 

have a body of work that speaks to the 

continued development of women, chil-

dren and families in the state. 

Congratulations to all for a job well done.  

Read more about the Summit in other 

sections of this newsletter. 

Regards, 

 

 

Phyllis Qualls-Brooks, Ed.D. 

Executive Director 

 Message from Executive Director 

Phyllis Qualls-Brooks 

T he Tennessee Women’s Hall of 

Fame induction was the high-

light of the Tenth Annual Economic 

Summit.  There was standing-

room-only in the 450 capacity 

Cumberland Ballroom at the Nash-

ville Airport Marriott for this pres-

tigious event.  Six women from 

across the state were inducted:  

Margaret Behm-Nashville; Dr. Wil-

sie S. Bishop-Johnson City; Inez 

Crutchfield-Nashville; Dr. Shirley 

Raines-Memphis/Oak Ridge; Becca 

Stevens-Nashville and Jocelyn Dan 

Wurzburg-Memphis.  

“These outstanding women have a 

life-long legacy of strong personal 

and professional involvement with 

their communities and have ex-

celled in their chosen professions 

with a wide impact on the social, 

artistic, cultural and economic well

-being of our state,” said Yvonne 

Wood, chair of the Tennessee Eco-

nomic Council on Women (TECW) 

and the Economic Summit.  

10th Economic Summit Showcases Leadership, Reveals 
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Violence Against Women Costs Tennesseans More Than $886 Million Annually 

V iolent acts against women 

(VAW) are so prevalent and so 

damaging that they likely cost Ten-

nesseans $1 billion or more annually, 

says The Economic Impact of Violence 

Against Women in Tennessee study 

released in October by the Tennessee 

Economic Council on Women (TECW). 

Recently made public at the Tenth 

Annual Economic Summit for Women, 

the report describes these costs in six 

categories, which total to a conserva-

tive estimate of more than $886 mil-

lion in spending or loss by Tennesse-

ans each year. The six categories are: 

1: Law Enforcement &  

County Jails 

Law enforcement agencies across 

Tennessee reported more than 64,697 

VAW-related offenses in 2012, more 

than 59,000 of which were specifically 

domestic violence-related.  Based on 

$22,492,309 in expenses reported 

through the TECW's VAW Survey and 

Hearing Series, a per-case estimate of 

$240 was established, representing 

costs like patrol response, booking, 

minimum offender holding, and mini-

mum investigation.  This conservative 

estimate was applied to the third of 

cases that were not directly captured 

by the TECW's research adding 

$5,239,200 in spending.  Total VAW 

Cost: More Than $27,731,509 

2: The Judicial System 

In addition to $4,101,121 in spending 

reported through the TECW's VAW 

Survey and Hearing Series, District 

Attorneys General and other legal ser-

vice providers, such as Legal Aid of 

Tennessee, report that more than 

161,263 hours of pro bono legal rep-

resentation was provided to victims of 

VAW crimes during 2012.  At a con-

servative valuation of $200 per hour, 

attorneys provided more than 

$32,252,600 in services at no cost.  

Total VAW Cost: More Than 

$36,353,721 

3: Children’s Services 

Approximately 40 percent of the chil-

dren in the Tennessee Department of 

Children's Services (DCS) system 

have experienced or witnessed VAW 

crimes committed against a female.  

Reports from DCS agents indicate that 

these children require a disproportion-

ately high level of daily care, and it is 

anticipated that VAW exposure exac-

erbates agency spending significantly.  

Children with this exposure are esti-

mated to cost more than $161 million 

in residential placement, alone, and 

were likely targeted by a majority of 

the agency's $527,600,000 in opera-

tional spending in 2012.  No Esti-

mate Calculable. 

4: Medical & Mental  

Health Services 

Because of the variety in service de-

livery and payment, healthcare costs 

were deemed to be most effectively 

measured by the increase in insur-

ance premiums that VAW crimes are 

estimated to cause.  Research indicat-

ing increased use of services was ana-

lyzed and determined to be responsi-

ble for approximately $7 per member 

per month in commercial health plan 

premiums, and $10 per member per 

month in TennCare, the state's Medi-

caid provider.  The estimated cost 

comes from multiplying these num-

bers by 12 months and by the ap-

proximate number of respective care 

plan members according to the Ten-

nessee Department of Insurance.  It 

is estimated that this marginal cost in 

premiums is the result of successive 

Dr. Carol Berz, Chattanooga Councilwoman, 
owner of Private Dispute Resolution, LLC, and a 
former chair of the TECW, moderated the Summit 
panel discussion on violence against women. 

Commissioner Bill Gibbons, Tennessee Depart-
ment of Public Safety & Homeland Security partici-
pated in the Summit’s violence against women 
panel, discussing state initiatives such as the de-
velopment of family justice centers. 

Director Mark Gwyn, Tennessee Bureau of 
Investigation, discussed the TBI’s efforts to 
detect and combat human trafficking. 

http://www.facebook.com/TNECW
http://www.tennesseewomen.org/domestic_violence.htm
http://www.tennesseewomen.org/domestic_violence.htm
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...Summit Review Continued 

“I was thoroughly impressed with the 

careers of all the women and the ac-

complishments they have achieved,” 

added Veronica Marable Johnson, a 

member of the Economic Council and 

president of the Coalition of 100 Black 

Women-Metropolitan Nashville Chap-

ter. 

The day’s program started off strong 

with keynote speaker Connie Lindsey, 

who offered thoughts on the path to 

leadership. 

Lindsey is National President and 

Board Chair of Girl Scouts of the USA, 

Executive Vice President and Head of 

Corporate Responsibility and Global 

Diversity & Inclusion at Northern 

Trust, and Vision 2020 Leadership 

Circle member.  “Lindsey's message 

affirmed the importance of thriving in 

challenges and leading through 

change by practicing excellence.” said 

Wood. 

Lindsey stated that Corporate Respon-

sibility makes the connection between 

society and business.  She stressed 

the importance of balanced leadership 

and the importance of living authenti-

cally, stating that "net worth is not 

the same as self-worth."  She also 

(L to R) Mayor Madeline Rogero, Knoxville; Mayor Kim McMillan, Clarksville; Tennessee First Lady 
Crissy Haslam; Mayor Jo Ann Graves, Gallatin; Mayor Sharon Goldsworthy, Germantown 

Connie Lindsey, National Board President, Girl 
Scouts of the USA, Executive Vice President, 
Northern Trust, and Vision 2020 Leadership Circle 
member 

cohorts of thousands of women ex-

periencing high care utilization lasting 

10-15 years following victimization.  

Total VAW Cost: More Than 

$438,000,000 

  5: Social Service Providers 

Social service organizations provide a 

tremendous volume and variety of 

services to victims of VAW crimes.  

The TECW collected $24,509,569 in 

reported expenses through its VAW 

Survey and Hearing Series.  This 

amount was spent to serve approxi-

mately 33,000 clients.  After analyz-

ing the distribution of survey respon-

dents by client volume and cost per 

case, a majority of providers were 

found to operate within a range of 

$453 to $646 per case.  This range 

was applied to a single-day client vol-

ume estimate of 768 that was derived 

from a census of 32 related agencies 

in the state.  The result was a conser-

vative cost estimate ranging from 

$126,984,960 to $181,086,720.  

Please Note: though presented as a 

range, available information suggests 

that the true impact of VAW crimes on 

the social service sector is greater 

than shown here.  Total VAW Cost: 

More Than $181,086,720 

 6: Workplace Productivity  

& Wages Lost 

Testimony offered during the TECW's 

Hearing Series indicates that women 

who are targeted by VAW crimes tend 

to exhibit high levels of absenteeism 

and presenteeism in the work place as 

a direct result of their victimization.  

Using two available formulas for esti-

mating the cost of absenteeism in the 

state provides a range of missed 

wages and/or work valued between 

$57 million and $203 million.  While 

both could be considered conserva-

tive, there is no information available 

at present with which to measure ac-

tual missed work, loss of productivity, 

or totals spent responding to security 

needs in private industry.  Please 

Note: though presented as a range, 

available information suggests that 

the true impact of VAW crimes on the 

private sector is greater than shown 

here.  Total VAW Cost: More Than 

$203,000,000 

 

 Subtotal: $886,171,950 

 Grand Total: Incalculable 

 

Bill Arth, Senior Research Manager for the Ten-
nessee Economic Council on Women, authored 
the VAW Report and shared the research meth-
odology behind it to Summit attendees. 

http://www.facebook.com/TNECW
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shared leadership principles: “Connect 

your soul with your role….and seek to 

stay in peace; not in pieces.” 

In pointing out strategies for authen-

tic leadership she quoted Oscar Wilde, 

saying “Be yourself, everyone else is 

taken.”  Lindsey garnered thunderous 

applause after her presentation. Af-

firming the importance of everyone's 

ability to contribute, she quoted an 

African proverb-"if you think you are 

too small to make a difference, try 

sleeping in a closed room with a mos-

quito!" During the question & answer 

period, one woman asked how to 

teach her daughter strong leadership 

skills?  Lindsey’s answer: “Start with 

the Girl Scouts.” 

Another highlight of the Economic 

Summit was the historic gathering of 

four of Tennessee’s female mayors, 

who had never come together in the 

same setting before. First Lady Crissy 

Haslam also attended the event.  She 

introduced the mayors and made clos-

ing remarks. The mayors included 

Madeline Rogero-Knoxville; Kim 

McMillan-Clarksville; Jo Ann Graves-

Gallatin and Sharon Goldsworthy of 

Germantown.  Paula Casey, member 

of the Economic Council Foundation, 

facilitated the panel, asking questions 

of the mayors based on recent re-

search done by Celinda Lake, “Pitch 

Perfect: Winning Strategies for Win-

ning Candidates.” 

Each mayor discussed why they de-

cided to run and how they succeeded 

in an arena that had been traditionally 

male-dominated. 

The Summit hit another high note as 

the Women’s Economic Council Foun-

dation awarded $16,500 to six tradi-

tional and non-traditional female stu-

dents from across the state. 

Pat Pierce, chair of the scholarship 

committee said, “Traditional students 

received $2,000 each and non-

traditional students received $3,500 

each.”  The scholarship recipients are 

selected based on their academic 

achievement, leadership, community 

activities and financial need.  Yvonne 

Wood, chair of the Council and the 

Summit Director said, “We are grate-

ful to our partners who provided the 

funding, which include Fidelity Invest-

ments, Advance Financial and UPS.” 

The closing session was the release of 

the year-long study on violence 

against women, conducted by the 

Tennessee Economic Council on 

Women.  The report is online at 

www.tennesseewomen.org. 

Other leadership opportunities in-

cluded the Vision 2020 Regional Dele-

gate Congress focusing on the pres-

ence of women on boards and other 

national initiatives that impact 

women.   

Deedee Corradini, former Mayor of 

Salt Lake City, president of the Inter-

national Women’s Forum, and a Vision 

2020 delegate herself, focused on the 

program developed in her state to 

help women run for public office 

through a variety of opportunities in-

cluding planning, networking, and 

garnering financial support. 

Break-out sessions were popular op-

portunities for more personal contact 

with the presenters.  They included 

Revive: Alive @ the Summit, where 

four medical experts focused on 

women’s issues.  Other sessions in-

cluded branding and marketing, and 

turning your courage into confidence.  

A legislative session was comprised of 

a bi-partisan group of five legislators 

who focused on bills that directly af-

fected women, children and families. 

“This was one of the best Economic 

Summits I have attended.  I left in-

spired, encouraged and uplifted,” said 

former Economic Council Foundation 

member Deborah Clubb of Memphis.  

Deedee Corradini, Former Mayor, Salt Lake City 
and President, International Women’s Forum 

(Center) Scholarship Chair and Summit Co-Chair Pat Pierce; (Recipients left to right) Brandy 
Parker, Rebecca Raines, Tracy Jones, Emily Bechman, Callie Whitfield, Charlotte Dale 

Mary Flannery, Public Information Director for 
Vision 2020, speaks during its Regional Delegate 
Congress during the Summit’s Sunday session. 

http://www.facebook.com/TNECW
http://www.tennesseewomen.org
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Summit Photo Gallery 

** Summit Photography by State Photographer Dawn Majors, Tennessee Department of General Services ** 

Current and former members of the Economic Council, Foundation and staff (L to R): Maleia Evans, Veronica Marable Johnson, Dr. Janet Smith, Com-
missioner Susan Whitaker, Rep. Sherry Jones, Sandra Bennett, Wendy Pitts Reeves, TECW Chair Yvonne Wood,  Sen. Thelma Harper, Dr. Carol 
Berz, Janis Sontany, Former Director Jennifer Rawls, Linda Knight, Dr. Wilsie Bishop, Dr. Dena Wise, Executive Director Dr. Phyllis Qualls-Brooks. 

Summit Attendees networking between sessions at the 2013 Economic Summit. 

TECW Chair Yvonne Wood speaks during the Summit Mayors’ Panel.  Seated Left to Right: Mayor Made-
line Rogero (Knoxville), First Lady Crissy Haslam, Moderator Paula Casey, Mayor Kim McMillan 
(Clarksville), Mayor Sharon Goldsworthy (Germantown), Mayor Jo Ann Graves (Gallatin). 

State Sen. Thelma Harper offered remarks at the 
TECW’s Sunday Evening Reception, honoring its 
past members. 

Former Economic Council Founda-
tion member Wendy Pitts Reeves 
presents “Turn Your Courage Into In-
Your-Bones-Confidence,” a breakout 
session. 

Summit Attendees listening to Keynote 
Speaker Deedee Corradini* 

Leah Cordovez, MD (left) and Kelly Carden, 
MD (right) participating in a breakout session 
on women’s health. 

http://www.facebook.com/TNECW
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